social institution^ liKb all peoples who five close to the
soil, but it has always shown a readiness to adapt* loosen
.and accommodate them in practice to the pressure of
actual needs, Mr. Tilak shares this general tempera-
ment and attitude of his people. But there have also
l>een other reasons which a strong political sense has
dictated; and first, the dear perception that the politi-
cal movement could not afford to cut itself off from the
great mass of the nation or split itself up into warring
factions by a premature association of the social reform
question with politics. The proper time for that3 a
politician would naturally fed, is when the country
has a free assembly of its own which can consult
the needs or cany out the mandates of the people.
Moreover* he has felt strongly that political emancipa-
tion was the one pressing seed for the people of India
and that all else not directly connected with it must
take a second place; that has been the principle of his
own life and he has held that it should be the principle
of the national life at the present hour. Let us have
first liberty and the organised control of the life of the
nation, afterwards we cm see how we should use it in
social matters; meanwhile let us move on without noise
and strife, only so far as actual need and'advisability
demand and the sense of the people is ready to advance*
This attitude may be right or wrong; but, Mr. Tilak
being what he is and the nation being what it is, he
cooki take no other.
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